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1 Introduction to Maidwell with Draughton 

1.1 Maidwell with Draughton Parish is a rural parish comprised of two small settlements 
located in Daventry District, Northamptonshire. It is situated approximately 20 miles 
east of Daventry and 11 miles north of Northampton. 

1.2 The parish has sizeable amounts of open countryside that extend into the centres of 
its two villages and is a principal element of its structure and visual character. 
Distinctive elements include: 

 the green spaces that extend into the heart of the villages and grass verges often 
edge the road, particularly in the older parts of the villages; 

 the lanes, footpaths and roads at the limit of the villages, with extensive natural 
hedgerows; 

 the height and variety of the historic roof lines and separation between buildings 
and their interconnecting views; 

 the mud-bonded stone boundary walls; 

 Maidwell church and its setting of historic buildings and mature trees; 

 Draughton church; 

 the many and varied old and mature trees within the built environment; 

 the limited use of white or yellow lines and kerb stones; 

 the non-proliferation of road and street signs. 

1.3 The formal designation of the “Maidwell with Draughton Neighbourhood Plan” area 
is co-terminus with the parish boundaries and was made by Daventry District Council 
on 5 June 2017 - shown by the red boundary in Figure 1 below: 

 Fig 1 Maidwell with Draughton Neighbourhood Area.                     
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1.4 The parish had 130 households recorded at the 2011 Census and 138 dwellings, 
making up a parish population of 323. Maidwell Hall School has around 127 pupils, of 
whom 103 are current boarders who were counted in the census but not as 
permanent residents. 

 

Fig 2 Demographics of Maidwell with Draughton 

 

 

1.5 98% of the population lived in houses or bungalows and the remaining small 
percentage in flats or maisonettes. 77% of the properties were owner-occupied, 8% 
rented from a housing association, 10% rented from private landlords and 5% were 
living rent-free. 
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2 National and Local Planning Policy Context 

2.1 It is acknowledged that Neighbourhood Plans are required to conform with a body of 
existing planning policy frameworks at national and local levels. For the District of 
Daventry, this background policy context is presented principally by: 

 the National Planning Policy Framework; 

 the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (Part 1 Plan); 

 the Daventry District Local Plan 1997 saved policies; and 

 the Daventry District Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2 Plan). 

2.2 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

2.2.1 The NPPF was published in 2012. It included a new encouragement for 
Neighbourhood Plans within paragraph 58, stating: 

“… neighbourhood plans should develop robust and comprehensive policies 
that set out the quality of development that will be expected for the area. Such 
policies should be based on stated objectives for the future of the area and an 
understanding and evaluation of its defining characteristics. Planning policies 
and decisions should aim to ensure that developments: 

 will function well and add to the overall quality of the area, not just for the 
short term but over the lifetime of the development; 

 establish a strong sense of place, using streetscapes and buildings to create 
attractive and comfortable places to live, work and visit; 

 optimise the potential of the site to accommodate development, create and 
sustain an appropriate mix of uses (including the incorporation of green 
and other public space to live work and visit; 

 respond to local character and history, and reflect the identity of local 
surroundings and materials, while not preventing or discouraging 
appropriate development; 

 create safe and accessible environments where crime and disorder, and the 
fear of crime, do not undermine quality of life or community cohesion; 

 are visually attractive as a result of good architecture and appropriate 
landscaping.” 

2.3 The basic conditions require that Neighbourhood Plans have regard to national 
policy and be in general conformity with strategic policies in the development plan for the 
local authority. NPPF paragraphs 183 to 185 note how Neighbourhood Plans can highlight 
their benefits to local people to help ensure that changes and developments are of the right 
type and appropriate amount for their community. The local planning authority and the 
steering committee shall work together to produce complementary neighbourhood and 
local plans and to minimise any conflicts. Once a Neighbourhood Plan is brought into force, 
its policies take priority over other non-strategic policies where these may prove to be in 
conflict. The neighbourhood plan policies may be superseded by strategic or non-strategic 
policies that are subsequently adopted. 
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2.4 West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS) 

2.4.1 The Development Plan for Daventry District comprises the West 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2014 and the ‘saved’ (i.e. the retained) 
policies from the Daventry Local Plan 1997. The strategic policies of WNJCS 
that are relevant to Maidwell and Draughton are: 

Policy S1 - The distribution of development 

(d) New development in rural areas will be limited with the emphasis being 
on: 

a. Enhancing and maintaining the distinctive character and vitality 
of rural communities 

b. Shortening journeys and facilitating access to jobs and services 
c. Strengthening rural enterprise and linkages between 

settlements and their hinterlands; and 
e. Respecting the quality of tranquillity. 

Policy S3 - Scale and distribution of housing development 

Provision will be made for 42,620 net additional dwellings in the WNJCS area 
during the period to 2029. The housing figures for Daventry District (outside of 
the Northampton Related Development Area) propose 6,980 dwellings of 
which 2.360 dwellings should be in the Rural areas and 4,620 dwellings in 
Daventry Town. 

Policy R1 - Spatial strategy for the rural areas 

Within the rural areas of West Northamptonshire there is an identified need 
for 2,360 dwellings within Daventry District to be provided between 2011 and 
2029. Within the rural areas, the distribution of the rural housing requirement 
will be the subject of the Part 2 Local Plan that is being prepared by Daventry 
District according to the local need of each village and its role within the 
hierarchy. Whilst the rural housing target of 2,360 has been met under the 
requirements of the WNJCS, as agreed with the Council, this requirement 
should not be considered as a ceiling. 

Development within the rural areas will be guided by the rural settlement 
hierarchy that will comprise the following categories: 

 Primary service villages 

 Secondary service villages 

 Other villages 

 Small settlements/hamlets 

WNJCS leaves decisions on the hierarchical relevance of each village to Part 2 
of the Daventry Local Plan. 

Other relevant strategic policies are S10 - Sustainable Development Principles, 
H2 - Affordable Housing, BN2 - Biodiversity, BN3 - Woodland Enhancement and 
Creation, BN5 - The Historic Environment and R2 - Rural Economy. 
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2.5 Daventry District Local Plan (DDLP) 1997 Saved Policies 

2.5.1 The Daventry District Local plan (DDLP), adopted in 1997 sets the current local 
planning framework for Maidwell and Draughton, pending the production of 
the emerging Daventry Settlements and Countryside Local Plan. (see below) 

2.5.2 The DDLP, therefore, remains the plan with which the Maidwell with 
Draughton Neighbourhood Plan (MwDNP) must be in ‘general conformity’ in 
addition to the WNJCS above. 

2.5.3 Not all the DDLP’s policies are extant. In 2010 the Council published a list of 
‘saved policies’ in accordance with legislation. The following saved policies are 
of most relevance to the context of neighbourhood planning in Maidwell and 
Draughton. 

Policy HS22 - Restricted Infill Villages refers to housing development in, inter 
alia, Maidwell and Draughton. This policy states that planning permission will 
normally be granted for residential development in the restricted infill villages 
provided that: 

 It is on a small scale; 

 It is within the confines of the village; 

 It does not affect open land which is of particular significance to the 
form and character of the village; or 

 It comprises the renovation or conversion of existing buildings for 
residential purposes provided that the proposal is in keeping with the 
character and quality of the village environment 

Policy EN1 – Special Landscape Areas. In recognition of their special 
environmental qualities, certain areas are designated on the Policies Map as 
Special Landscape Areas, of which the parish of Maidwell and Draughton 
contains a significant portion. In these areas the policy seeks to grant planning 
permission provided that: 

 It comprises agricultural, forestry, recreation or tourism development; or 

 It relates to settlements within these areas. In assessing such proposals 
detailed design, materials, siting and, in particular, landscaping, will be 
material considerations fundamental to the granting of planning 
permission; or 

 It relates to the re-use or adaptation of rural buildings provided their 
finished form, bulk and general design are in keeping with their 
surroundings. 

The emerging draft Local Plan proposes that the extent of the SLA is amended. 
In the vicinity of Maidwell and Draughton the area between the dismantled 
railway and Home Farm Draughton is proposed to be removed. 

Other DDLP Saved Policies relevant to this Neighbourhood Plan include: GN1, 
GN2, EN8, EN11, EN18, EN19, EN20, EN21, EN38, EM11, EM16, RT9, TM2. 
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2.6 Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) for Daventry District Council (SCLP) 

2.6.1 The SCLP, when adopted, will sit alongside the West Northamptonshire Joint 
Core Strategy (adopted 2014) and ‘made’ Neighbourhood Plans. Following 
consultation on this document, DDC considered the responses received to the 
consultation which closed in October 2018. This was followed by an 
examination of the plan by an inspector appointed by the Secretary of State. 
Adoption is expected to take place in early 2020. 

2.6.2 The Plan sets out a settlement hierarchy of villages based on the levels of 
services and facilities found in the village: 

 Primary Service Villages are the highest order and include Brixworth and 
Moulton.  

 Secondary Service Villages are more limited but still have scope to meet 
some local needs, e.g. Spratton and Guilsborough.  

 Other Villages, of which Maidwell is listed as one. “These villages have an 
even more limited range of services and are more reliant on the services of 
larger settlements for day to day needs. The scope for development in 
these villages is likely to be limited to windfall infill development, although 
some development to provide for local needs may be suitable.”  

 Small Settlements/Hamlets includes Draughton. Settlements which are 
very small and with few or no services and facilities. 

2.6.3 The draft SCLP also gives priority to protecting the special qualities of the 
District’s areas of high-quality landscape which are designated as Special 
Landscape Areas, including their landscape and heritage features and cultural 
associations. The SCLP aims to support proposals that make a positive 
contribution to their special qualities and will resist proposals that would have 
a harmful effect on their special qualities. 

2.6.4 Consultation on the Proposed Submission draft has already taken place and 
the Plan is currently at examination. For this reason, policies and proposals can 
be given appropriate weight. However, it is important to note that Maidwell 
with Draughton Parish Council have objected to the designation of Maidwell 
as an “Other Village”. The draft Neighbourhood Plan consultation with 
residents and businesses in the parish shows substantial support for the village 
to grow to protect existing services. The Parish Council response to the Local 
Plan Part 2 consultation states, “Our draft mission for Maidwell and Draughton 
is that they become vibrant villages, and they continue to grow at a rate similar 
to the last fifty years with appropriate small-scale development.” The 
submission from the Parish Council pointed out that the existence of Maidwell 
Hall School had been overlooked as an amenity/service, and that the 
employment role of Westaway Garage and Workshop had not been given due 
weight within the local employment category. The Parish Council objection 
continues, “If both of these were scored, in addition to the primary school and 
other local employment, then Maidwell would move to well within the 
“Secondary Service Village” category. We submit that Maidwell should be 
designated as a “Secondary Service Village” and that in drawing up the (village) 
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confine that due weight is given to the proposals in the emerging 
Neighbourhood Plan”. 

 

3 Public Engagement on the Maidwell with Draughton Neighbourhood Plan 

3.1 Consideration of Village Confines 

3.1.1 A key consideration for the Neighbourhood Plan is to describe the core 
character and feel of the parish and its community, and then identify how 
these can properly be reflected within future decisions on potential local 
change or developments. 

3.1.2 The Plan has been put together by a Steering Committee of local residents 
from both villages, including one of the Parish Councillors acting as the main 
link back to the bi-monthly meetings of the Parish Council. The Committee 
secured finance from the national fund that supports the development of new 
Neighbourhood Plans. 

3.1.3 Regular information has been distributed to the wider community on the 
‘Neighbourhood Planning’ page added to the main village website: 

https://www.maidwellwithdraughton.co.uk/parish-council/neighbourhood-
plan 

3.1.4 Full details of the consultations carried out are available in the Consultation 
Statement. Consultation with the local community and the public has included: 

 Initial consultation on potential ‘settlement confines’ (Spring 2016); 

 Surveys with parish residents (Autumn 2017); 

 Consultation with other local businesses and stakeholders (Jan 2018); 

 Liaison with Daventry District Council (2017, onwards); 

 Regulation 14 Pre-Submission Consultation (Spring/Summer 2018). 

3.2 Initial consultation on ‘settlement confines’ 

3.2.1 Consultations with the village community had been undertaken during the 
early part of 2016 to consider what might be appropriate ‘confines’ that 
confirm the areas for built development within each of the two main 
settlements in the parish. The District Council acknowledged that this work 
could be incorporated into the emerging Neighbourhood Plan. Indicative areas 
for each of these are shown below. 

3.2.2 A public meeting at Loder Hall in November 2015 considered the options of 
preparing a Village Design Statement or a Neighbourhood Plan. Volunteers 
formed a working group which recommended to the Parish Council that a first 
step should be to translate Daventry DC policy on confines into a mapped line 
for each village and that if that work was successful by gaining the support of 
residents and businesses, the next step should be to commence a 
Neighbourhood Plan. The confines working group met over 2016 and early 
2017, initially to consider how the villages might look in a generation’s time 
making best use of existing characteristics and adding to amenities, for 
example with a Maidwell village green, and then to consider the appropriate 

https://www.maidwellwithdraughton.co.uk/parish-council/neighbourhood-plan
https://www.maidwellwithdraughton.co.uk/parish-council/neighbourhood-plan
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confines that would allow for growth over a 10-year planning period. Growth 
rates since the second world war had matched national household growth 
rates of approximately 1% per annum. It was felt appropriate that these past 
trends were sustainable for the villages (about 15 net additional dwellings 
gradually over the 10-year plan period), would provide for need from within 
the villages and contribute to meeting need in the wider area. The proposed 
confines were exhibited at Loder Hall in March 2017 over two days and met 
with support for the proposed confines (26 out of 27 respondents) and for a 
modest growth rate (23 out of 27 respondents). 

Fig 3 Proposed confines and settlement limits to Maidwell and Draughton from 2016 workshops 

 

3.2.3 In the emerging Part 2 Local Plan Maidwell is proposed to be an “Other Village” 
and Draughton a “Small Settlement/Hamlet”. This means that it would be 
appropriate to define confines for Maidwell but, it would not be appropriate 
to define confines for Draughton as it would be located in the open 
countryside. 

3.3 Community ‘Gathering Views’ Survey – Autumn 2017 

3.3.1 A parish survey was undertaken in September-October 2017, with a short 
questionnaire issued to all households seeking to identify what was of 
importance to them and what was of concern. 

3.3.2 The eleven (11) priorities set out in the survey were identified during the 
consultation with the parish community on the settlement confines, noted in 
3.2 above. Members of the parish community were invited to provide 
feedback on the proposals and to comment on what was important or of 
concern to them. The common themes arising from this feedback were used 
to establish the eleven issues/priorities put forward in the survey. 

3.3.3 Over 75% of households provided responses and Figure 4 below provides a 
summary of the relative importance given to each of the proposed priorities. 
Further detail on this survey is provided in The Consultation Statement. 
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Fig 4 Relative importance of proposed priorities 
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3.4 Housing Needs Survey October 2017 

3.4.1 The recent survey undertaken by Daventry District Council asked households 
to state their views on the current mix of properties within the parish. The 
graph in Figure 5 below notes that respondents were in broad agreement that 
the current mix of dwellings in the villages is ‘’about right’ across all property 
types.  A number of returns raised the issue of the lack of smaller properties 
within the parish, particularly for those who were looking to “downsize.” 

Fig 5 Residents views on current mix of properties 
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Fig 7 Westaway garage 

Fig 8 The Stag public house 

3.5 Consultation and discussions with local businesses and stakeholders 

There are a number of significant non-agricultural private businesses in Maidwell 
village. One-to-one discussions were had with each of the following commercial 
concerns in the early part of 2018. 

3.5.1 Maidwell Hall School, an 
independent boarding and day 
school for boys and girls aged 7-13. 
The school is served by around 25 
full-time and part-time teaching 
staff and a number of ancillary 
staff. Since 2010 the school has 
grown in size and strength with the 
change to co-education. The school 
has planning consent for a new 
performance hall, music school and 
additional classrooms, and has 
recently launched a development fund to provide investment resources to 
implement the proposed building works. A significant element of the 
development strategy envisages the disposal of local parcels of land. 

3.5.2 Westaway Motors on Harborough Road, a family run business, established in 
the area over 70 years ago and on the Maidwell site since 1968. The company 
represents the Ford Motor Company and conducts sales, service and body 
work. It has 11,000 sq. ft at the site, employing 7 workshop mechanics, 2 sales 
assistants, 3 office staff, and 2 
valeters, under the direction of a 
Managing Director. All staff live 
within 10 miles of the plant. There 
are no current major plans to alter 
its basic operations, although the 
first floor of the main building on-
site (a former parts store) is being 
made available for new 
engineering operations in the near 
future. 

3.5.3 The Stag Public House, 
Harborough Road, is a pub and 
restaurant and offers Bed & 
Breakfast facilities. The restaurant 
was extended in 2001 and the 
number of B&B rooms brought up 
to 5 in 2012. The Stag employs 5 
full-time staff, including a chef, a 
manager, and an apprentice, plus 
5 part-time staff serving in the 
restaurant. Most of the part-time 
staff live in the two villages within the parish. 

Fig 6 Maidwell Hall school 
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3.6 Liaison with Daventry District Council 

3.6.1 Regular contact has been maintained with Daventry District Council. 
Discussions have covered whether or not to include a formal ‘allocation of 
development sites’ within the Plan, and how an interest in the community to 
create a ‘village green’ might relate to the completed Plan. 

3.6.2 It was agreed that the District Council would be responsible for the ‘Strategic 
Environmental Assessment’ which forms part of the process of creating and 
submitting the final Plan. 

 
4 Evidencing the Priorities for Neighbourhood Plan Policies 

It was evident from the results of the community survey and meetings of the Parish 
Council, that preserving the character of Maidwell and Draughton and their village 
‘feel’ is crucial to the overall parish community. The core issues that have been 
constant within the expressions of such interest and concern can be summarised 
under the following headings: 

 Land use and Village Confines; 

 Local Green Space and important open spaces; 

 Landscape character and biodiversity; 

 Heritage; 

 Housing Needs; 

 Community facilities 

 Local economy 

 Traffic and transport 
 

4.1 Land Use and Village Confines 

4.1.1 Daventry Housing Land Availability Study 2018 

4.1.1.1 The NPPF states (paragraph 47) that local planning authorities should 
identify and update annually a supply of specific deliverable sites 
sufficient to provide for at least five years of new housing provision 
against assessed housing requirements. The assessment of a five-year 
supply of land for housing development purposes has the following 
components:  

 identifying the housing requirement;  

 identifying the supply of deliverable land; 

 identifying an allowance for future potential lapsed permissions; 
and 

 identifying the number of years supply against the requirement.  

4.1.1.2 The Daventry Housing Land Availability Study 2018 sets out an 
assessment of a rolling five-year supply of deliverable housing land in 
Daventry District, excluding specific allocations in the Northampton 
Related Development Area. The assessment undertaken has 
demonstrated that there is already in excess of a five-year supply (6.13 
years) of deliverable land in the District for housing development.  
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4.1.1.3 The Study notes that the emerging Part 2 Local Plan provides clear 
policies for assessing development proposals in a way that is 
appropriate to the status of the settlements within their hierarchy 
classification, i.e. a more restrictive approach for settlements lower 
down the hierarchy. As part of this process it has also established 
‘confines’ boundaries for Primary and Secondary Service Villages and 
provides policy guidance for establishing confines in Other Villages. It 
considers that Small Settlements and Hamlets should be treated as 
Open Countryside and sets out a policy for protecting the Open 
Countryside. 

4.1.1.4 The DDC Housing Implementation Strategy 1st Quarter Monitoring 
Report-July 2018 makes an assessment of the likely number of housing 
completions (including affordable) that will be achieved by the end of 
the year (2018). Of 26 sites monitored the study found that, in the rural 
areas, 18 sites progressed as expected or better and gave no cause for 
concern. The study reported that the number of completions was 
significantly higher than the previous three years. This suggests that 
the end of year target will be comfortably met. “Any further sites that 
come forward in Neighbourhood Plans would, of course, be helpful in 
adding to the supply albeit in the rural areas, and the Part 2 plan will 
also bring forward more capacity at Daventry town, which will both 
assist in meeting any future deficit and seek to redress the urban/rural 
balance.” 

4.1.2 Consultation on Maidwell with Draughton ‘village confines’ 

4.1.2.1 The local consideration of potential ‘confines’ within Maidwell with 
Draughton was undertaken early in 2016. These village confines are 
detailed in Section 3.2 above. 

4.1.3 The above village confines were embodied on the Policies Map as part of the 
Regulation 14 Pre-Submission Consultation in Spring/Summer 2018. The 
responses were mostly favourable with a number of people expressing that 
they thought that it was right that the development of the parish should not 
remain static over the Neighbourhood Plan period and that appropriate 
growth could be welcomed in the way that the proposed village confines 
envisaged. Mention was made of the need to allow mixed price housing to help 
support the viability of the primary school. 

4.1.4 Daventry District Council, in its response to the Regulation 14 consultation 
suggested a much tighter interpretation of the village confines guidance, with 
accompanying justification (see Figure 9 map below). A very useful meeting 
took place between DDC Planning and the Steering Group following the 
consultation exercise. It was decided to seek a compromise that embodied the 
pre-Neighbourhood Plan exercise and Regulation 14 Policies Map, which 
mooted a ‘broadly drawn’ village confines and the ‘restrictive’ (as viewed by 
the Parish Council) proposal of DDC Planning. 

  



MAIDWELL WITH DRAUGHTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

15 
 

Fig 9 Daventry District Council Regulation 14 Response preferred village confines boundary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.5 The Referendum Version of the Plan contains a modified village confines 
boundary for Maidwell. The modifications followed representations received 
in the Regulation 14 consultations, and these modifications were consulted on 
in the Regulation 16 consultation.  The modified Plan interpretation of the 
Maidwell village confines is shown in Fig 10 below with a purple line.  

Fig 10 Regulation 16 Village Confines Boundary 
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4.1.6 The changes warrant some specific justification. The DDC preferred village 
confines are added to in the following parts of Maidwell: 

Area1 - Land behind The Banks and Yew Tree house, Harborough Road 

Fig 11 Area 1 

The NP boundary produces a 
reasonably equitable area of 
garden land behind all the houses 
and garage on the east side of 
Harborough Road. It is not 
thought that the gardens in this 
area, though quite large, relate 
more to the open countryside, as 
stated by DDC. 

 

Area 2 - Maidwell Hall land to the west of the parish church/northern part of 
Maidwell Hall 

Fig 12 Area 2  

DDC say the following in their 
consultation response, “the 
school is set within extensive 
grounds, much of which is 
wooded. It is considered that it 
lies beyond the main built up part 
of the settlement and should be 
excluded from the confines.” In 
terms of proximity of Maidwell 
Hall to the core of the village, the 

main building is adjacent to and only 40m from the parish church. The land on 
the south side of Draughton Road, in the ownership of MH, is part and parcel 
of the core of the village. The proximity of the historic owner and controller of 
all farms in the parish and provider of much of the non-agricultural 
employment in earlier years is especially marked in Maidwell. Through the last 
four centuries, up to the 20thC, Maidwell Hall and the village have been part 
of one whole community and disposition of buildings. It is considered that the 
land on the south side of Draughton Road, in the curtilage of Maidwell Hall, 
should properly be considered as part of the village confines.  
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Area 3 - Hall Farm flanking west side of Harborough Road 

Fig 13 Area 3 

The new proposed VC boundary in 
this area now omits ‘the number 
of agricultural fields, all of which 
are beyond the main settlement’ 
(DDC). The revised proposed VC 
boundary includes a house and 
numerous buildings, which should 
be considered to be within the 
confines. The site does not appear 
to be visually connected to or to 
be part of the open countryside. 

 

4.1.7 We acknowledge that the planning status of the hamlet of Draughton as ‘open 
countryside’ means that it is not appropriate to identify village confines. 

 

4.2 Local Green Space and Important Open Spaces 
 

4.2.1 To protect important open green space and landscape from future 
development, paragraph 77 of the NPPF highlights that Neighbourhood Plans 
can designate the areas of Local Green Space that are important to a local 
community. The NPPF states that Local Green Space should only be designated 
in the following circumstances: 

 where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it 
serves; 

 where the green area is demonstrably special to the local community and 
holds particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, 
historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field, 
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife); and 

 where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive 
tract of land. 
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Fig 15 Local Green Space (Area b) 

Fig 14 Loder Hall 

4.2.2 In Maidwell and Draughton there is a dearth of public open space and it 
becomes even more important to protect, from development, the few that 
meet the NPPF criteria. The recreation 
area behind Loder Hall, Harborough Road, 
Maidwell and the former Draughton 
railway sidings and the site of the level 
crossing gate keepers building adjacent to 
the section of Brampton Valley Way are 
included in the Policies Map as Local 
Green Spaces.   
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Fig 16 Brampton Valley Way 

Fig 17 Brampton Valley Way picnic area 

Fig 18 Part of Brampton Valley Way picnic 
areas car park, bridleway, cycleway, 
footpath 

4.2.3 The Brampton Valley Way (BVW) bisects the Maidwell with Draughton 
Neighbourhood Area and is a principal leisure resource in the community. The 
BVW is a 14-mile rail trail built on 
the line of the former 
Northampton to Market 
Harborough Railway and is 
referred to by Northamptonshire 
County Council as a linear park. 
The BVW forms an off-road 
section of the Sustrans National 
Cycle Network Route 6. The 
route is connected to Maidwell 
and Draughton, for walkers, by 
the Macmillan Way regional 
footpath. BVW is a significant 
local recreation route which is 
already recognised and 
safeguarded but is not currently 
protected through the 
development plan. It is felt that 
the section of BVW, through the 
Neighbourhood Area, should be 
afforded the protection of a Local 
Green Space policy in the emerging Neighbourhood Plan.  
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Fig 19 Roadside verges in Maidwell 

Fig 20 Verge beside Draughton Clubroom Fig 21 Verges beside St Catherine’s Church 

 

4.2.4 The environment of the two villages is greatly enhanced by a large number of 
significant roadside verges and 
visibility splays. Whilst perhaps 
not appropriate to be 
designated as Local Green 
Spaces, they form an important 
element in the street scenes of 
both Maidwell and Draughton. 
These sites are shown on the 
Policies Maps as Important 
Open Spaces (IOS).  

 

 

 

 

 

4.2.5 Sites designated as Important Open Space (IOS) in the Policies Maps to be 
protected from being lost to development have been identified using the 
following criteria, which are based on the NPPF Criterion 2: 

a) an assessment of landscape quality, and historic field and hedgerow 
patterns; 

b) consideration of public access and footpaths across the land; 
c) land for public recreation; 
d) the contribution the land makes to the setting and visual quality of the 

village; 
e) any inclusion of local heritage assets, such as listed buildings, scheduled 

ancient monuments or conservation matters; 
f) the biodiversity of the land and its contribution to attract wildlife into 

the villages; 
g) small green spaces and grass verges within the proposed confines of 

the villages. 
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Fig 22 Looking north from Lamport 

4.2.6 These roadside verges are considered to be of value to local biodiversity, the 
amenity and the historical context.  There is strong local support for retaining 
these verges because of their value to local character.  In many cases these 
verges are complimented by stone boundary walls which are considered under 
section 4.4 (Heritage).  It is recognised that statutory undertakers may need 
access to utility infrastructure within the verges, but this will be carried out as 
permitted development. 

 

4.3 Landscape Character and Biodiversity 

4.3.1 A significant amount of the landscape in and surrounding the parish is 
designated as Special Landscape Area within the retained policies of the 
Daventry Local Plan, 1997. 

4.3.2 The parish has one area with 
the designation of ‘Special 
Landscape Area’ (see the 
Policies Maps). Currently this 
covers land between the two 
villages and on to Lamport, 
as well as all points west to 
Naseby, and south-west to 
Cottesbrooke and beyond. It 
should be noted that, as referred to in section 2.5, the emerging draft Local 
Plan Part 2 proposes the removal of the SLA between the dismantled railway 
and Home Farm Draughton.  

4.3.3 As can be seen from the questionnaire responses, the community consider it 
a priority for the Neighbourhood Plan to protect the character of the 
landscapes surrounding the villages and in the wider parish. 

4.3.4 Landscape character assessment is an important tool to help local authorities 
ensure all landscapes are effectively planned, well designed and sensitively 
managed. It is a process which identifies and describes variations in the 
character of the landscape based on the interaction between landform, 
geology, land use, vegetation pattern and human influence. Its role is to 
describe the intrinsic character or features of value within a landscape.  

4.3.5 The Daventry Landscape Character Assessment (DCLA) 2017 has reviewed the 
Northamptonshire Current Landscape Character Assessment (2005) (CLCA) 
and provided more District specific detail of the 11 landscape character types 
and 21 character areas present in the District. Landscape character types are 
generic in nature in that they may occur in different parts of the District or 
county and are typified by common geology, landform, drainage patterns, 
vegetation and historical land use and settlement pattern. They are subdivided 
into landscape character areas which are unique and geographically discrete 
areas of landscape that share characteristics.  

4.3.6 The Daventry Landscape Character Assessment (DCLA) reviewed the key 
characteristics of the landscape character areas, including landscape condition 
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Fig 23 Ironstone topography 

and provided a landscape strategy to protect and enhance key features. It 
provided guidance on the landscape’s potential to accommodate change and 
the scale and type of development that can be accommodated in each 
character area. The DCLA also involved a review and assessment of the Special 
Landscape Areas, Daventry and Northampton fringes and production of a 
landscape assessment toolkit for use by developers and officers to assist in 
assessing landscape impacts of planning applications.  

4.3.7 The DCLA placed the Maidwell with Draughton village areas into the following 
Character Areas: 

4.3.7.1 LCP (Landscape Character Type) 13 Undulating Hills and Valleys/ 
Landscape Character Area (LCA)13(d) Cottesbrooke and Arthingworth, 
which includes the Maidwell area. “This is a strongly rural farming 
landscape characterised by a mixture of pasture and arable farms 
bounded by low clipped hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Field sizes 
vary across the character area with larger fields present across the hills 
which often gives rise to a sense of openness and views extending 
across a series of hills and valleys intersected by hedgerows and small 
copses and interlocking woodland. This is most noticeable in the north 
around Arthingworth and south of Maidwell.” 

“Maidwell is a small linear village along the A508, also extending along 
Draughton Road. The southern and eastern boundaries are well 
vegetated with woodland and the parkland of Maidwell Hall School, 
providing a distinctive approach from the south. Tree and hedgerow 
planting soften the eastern boundary.” 

4.3.7.2 LCP 4 Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes/ LCA 4(d) Hanging Houghton 
includes the area to the east of Brampton Valley Way to the western end 
of Draughton. 

“Most land is occupied by 
arable farming with larger 
fields and low clipped 
hedgerow boundaries. 
There is little woodland with 
the exception of the 
occasional spinney in the 
vicinity of Draughton. A 
sense of enclosure is 
provided by the consistently 
wooded eastern side of 
A508 Harborough Road in Maidwell.”  

“The hamlet of Draughton is on high ground associated with a ridge line. 
The western part of Draughton is characterised by several large 
properties set in wooded grounds next to Home Farm. West of the farm 
complex, arable land slopes down towards Brampton Valley Way. 
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Fig 24 Heath-like plateau above Draughton 

4.3.7.3 LCP 5 Clay Plateau/ LCA 5(b) Sywell Plateau includes the eastern part of 
Draughton Parish and the eastern part of the village of Draughton. 

“The northern part of the plateau contains no significant settlements, 
although the area is populated by several isolated farmsteads and 
hamlets at Draughton and Lamport to the western edge. In the vicinity 
of the plateau top around the former air base, to the east of Draughton, 
views extend across 
the plateau but are 
then contained by 
the wooded edges. 
The northern and 
eastern edge of the 
landscape character 
area, the medium 
sized fields and low 
hedgerows allow middle distance views (up to 1km). However, the 
limited differentiation in landform means that there are few panoramic 
views towards neighbouring character areas.  

4.3.8 Special Landscape Area 

4.3.8.1 The areas to the west and south of Maidwell and the west of Draughton 
are shown on the Daventry Local Plan 1997 to be within the Special 
Landscape Area (SLA) Saved Policy EN1. The boundary is shown at a 
small scale and, in many cases is indistinct in relation to plot boundaries 
in the village areas.  In evidencing the Part 2 Local Plan, Daventry 
District Council reviewed the designation and extent of the Special 
Landscape Area within the District. This has resulted in proposed 
changes to the SLA within the neighbourhood area which retains the 
SLA in the Maidwell area but draws the boundary away from Draughton 
to the line of the Brampton Valley Way. Proposals affecting the SLA 
within the neighbourhood area will be considered against policy ENV2 
of the Part 2 Local Plan. 

 

4.3.9 Biodiversity 

4.3.9.1 Daventry District adopted a specific Biodiversity Supplementary 
Planning Document for Daventry District in May 2017. This advises 
developers, decision and policy makers on how biodiversity should be 
considered in the planning process. The document is available at: 

https://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living/planning-
policy/supplementary-planning-documents-and-guidance/ 

4.3.9.2 Maidwell and Draughton contain significant and diverse habitats 
within the parish. These provide a home for many native plants and 
animal species, including many rare, declining or protected species. 
Four sites, listed as ‘Local Wildlife Sites’ (LWSs), have been designated 
by the Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust, although as such, they are 

https://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living/planning-policy/supplementary-planning-documents-and-guidance/
https://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living/planning-policy/supplementary-planning-documents-and-guidance/
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Fig 25 Fish Pond Maidwell Hall 

not directly protected by law. Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust has 
confirmed that the Local Wildlife Sites in the Neighbourhood Plan all 
contain priority Ancient Woodland Habitat within them. 

 

4.3.9.3 A designation of ‘Local wildlife 
site’ fills an important gap not 
covered by other designations 
and its use is considered vital in 
maintaining the full range of 
wildlife across the county. 

 

 

4.3.9.4 There are priority Ancient Woodland Habitat areas present within the 
extent of the existing, already designated, Local Wildlife Site (LWS) 
areas at both of the sites referred to as “Scotland Wood” and “Short 
Wood (Daventry)”. The Brampton Valley Way, running through the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan area, is also already designated as a 
set of contiguous Local Wildlife Site areas. This is an existing 
‘North/South trending’ major, strategic Sub-Regional Green 
Infrastructure (GI) Corridor route; which also includes within it a 
‘parallel’, separate, Disused Railway Line GI Corridor route too. There 
is also a ‘lobe/arm’ of the much larger Nene Valley Nature 
Improvement Area (NIA) zone which overlaps with a portion of the 
southern area of the Maidwell Parish. 

4.4 Heritage 

4.4.1 Both designated and non-designated heritage assets and their settings 
contribute much towards the character of the villages. There is a strong desire 
to conserve and enhance these in recognition of their individual and 
cumulative significance. 

4.4.2 Paragraph 132 of the NPPF states that when considering the impact of a 
proposed development on the significance of a designated heritage asset, 
great weight, should be given to the asset’s conservation. The advice states 
the more important the asset, the greater the weight should be. 

4.4.3 There are 9 listed buildings in Maidwell village and 4 in Draughton village. The 
Thor Missile sites and its associated buildings in Draughton Parish are also 
listed. These are shown on the Policies Maps. 

4.4.4 A number of locally important non-designated heritage assets have been 
identified and these are listed in Appendix D. 
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4.5 Housing 

4.5.1 Assessment of land requirements 

As already noted, the assessment undertaken across Daventry District has 
demonstrated that there is in excess of a five-year supply (6.13 years) of 
deliverable land in the District for housing development. No rural residential 
allocations are proposed in the emerging Part 2 Plan because the housing 
requirement of 2,360 dwellings established in the WNJCS has been exceeded 
by 520 dwellings. 

4.5.2 Housing Needs Survey 2017 

4.5.2.1 In order to conduct an up-to-date assessment of housing ‘need’ 
amongst households in the parish, a formal Housing Needs Survey was 
undertaken by the District Council and published in October 2017. This 
survey noted that recent housing market activity has been quite 
modest in its extent: 

 only one new property has been built in the parish since 2011; 

 only four properties had been sold within the parish between 
January 2014 and October 2017; 

 the properties sold ranged from a three-bed semi to a five-bed 
detached dwelling. 

4.5.2.2 Approximately 20% of the households in the parish responded to the 
survey, and 48% of these expressed one or other kind of housing 
‘need’. The reasons for these included: 

 current properties being too big or too much to maintain; 

 current properties required adaptation; and 

 to secure an independent dwelling. 

4.5.2.3 No respondents expressed a need for an ‘affordable’ dwelling to rent 
or to part-own. 

4.5.2.4 The conclusions of the Survey on needs and aspirations for different 
kinds of housing are noted in Figure 19 below (some households 
expressed more than one tenure preference). 
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Fig 26 Daventry District Council Housing Needs survey responses 2017 

Fig 27 A rural economy 

 

4.5.3 The Parish Council has noted that there is no current requirement to identify 
or allocate sites for new housing development within the proposed 
Neighbourhood Plan. It is intended that an agreed and adopted 
Neighbourhood Plan be reviewed at a future date when the ‘Daventry Local 
Plan Part 2’ has itself been adopted, and when the local context can take a 
more precise account of requirements for policies and delivery frameworks at 
that time. 

4.5.4 There is, however, a keenness to provide guidance for any ‘windfall’ 
development that could come forward during the currency of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. This could accept a small amount of growth in Draughton 
of 1-2 properties in the Plan period where it accords with Policy RA6 of the 
emerging Local Plan, and approximately 13 to 14 dwellings in Maidwell over 
the plan period within the village confines.  

 
4.6 Local Economy and Employment 

4.6.1 A key theme in NPPF is supporting a prosperous rural economy. Paragraph 28 
states: 

“Planning policies should support economic growth in rural areas in order to 
create jobs and prosperity by taking a positive approach to sustainable new 
development” 

4.6.2 Maidwell and Draughton are 
rural locations. Agriculture is a 
key feature of the local 
economy, providing local 
employment whilst making 
effective use of the land. It is 
also adapting to current 
commercial trends with the 
opening of farm shops, for 
example.  
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Fig 28 St Mary the Virgin Church, Maidwell 

Fig 29 St Catherine’s Church, Draughton Fig 30 Maidwell Primary School 

4.6.3 Employment is important to the sustainability of the villages, ensuring that the 
parish maintains an inclusive well-balanced community. The Neighbourhood 
Plan will need to support appropriately sited employment development by 
supporting local businesses and other work opportunities, including home 
working. The plan will need to help new and existing businesses to flourish 
unless proposed development would be detrimental to the environment or 
landscape.  

4.6.4 It is considered appropriate to encourage small-scale businesses that support 
rural enterprise and/or benefit the local community, subject to consideration 
of their potential impact upon neighbour amenities. The provision of flexible 
work and business space within the parish will be welcomed, particularly for 
new business start-ups and for access to low-cost premises. 

 

4.7 Community facilities 

4.7.1 It is recognised that the community facilities within the villages play a key role 
in making the villages the places that they are and offer a focus for village life. 
Community facilities will be protected 
and improved by supporting key 
community services and facilities, 
including the primary school, 
churches, green spaces, the Stag PH 
and community rooms. The plan will 
strongly resist proposals that involve 
the loss of a key community facility 
through change of use or 
redevelopment, unless an enhanced 
alternative can be provided. Any proposed loss of community facilities must 
be supported by a viability assessment and over-riding community benefits. 
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Fig 31 The A508 

4.8 Traffic Management and Transport 

4.8.1 The results of the village 
questionnaire survey indicate 
that a number of respondents 
have concerns about traffic 
management and transport. 
The A508 from Northampton 
to Market 
Harborough/Leicester runs 
through the village and some 
concerns were raised about 
both the volume and speed of the traffic despite the village now having a 30-
mph zone. Conversely it should be noted that a number of respondents 
recognise that Maidwell is bisected by the A508 and that to try and reduce 
traffic speed further would be both unrealistic and unreasonable. Also, of note 
were desires for off-street parking in the vicinity of Maidwell Primary School.  

4.8.2 The Neighbourhood Plan will need to encourage the provision of improved 
facilities to allow safer walking and cycling around the villages; schemes to 
reduce vehicle speeds on the main roads within the villages, including traffic 
calming initiatives; and, off-road car parking where this can be achieved 
without adverse impacts on the character of streets in the villages. 

4.8.3 Whilst it is important to note that the Neighbourhood Plan cannot deal with 
non-land issues the consultation shows that traffic issues are essential to an 
understanding of the economic, social and environmental concerns. 
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5 Summary of Connections and Justifications for Neighbourhood Plan Policies 

POLICY IN NP 

 

NATIONAL 
POLICY 
(NPPF 2012) 

WEST NORTHANTS 
JOINT CORE 
STRATEGY. + 
OTHER 
NORTHANTS 

DAVENTRY LOCAL 
PLAN/SETTLEMENTS 
AND COUNTRYSIDE 
LOCAL PLAN (PART 2) 

M & D 
EVIDENCE 
AND QUOTE 

MD1. Village 
Confines  

 

NPPF paras. 
183-185 

Core Strategy S1-
The distribution of 
development; 

Core Strategy R1-
Spatial Strategy 

HS22 Restricted Infill 
Villages 

RA3 - Other Villages 

 

Village 
consultation 
early-2016 

MD2. Local Green 
Space  

 

NPPF paras. 
76-77 

Core Strategy BN1 – 
Green 
Infrastructure 

PA1 Parish Annex Parish Survey 
2017; 

LGS and 
Important 
Open Space 
assessment in 
the appendix 

MD3.  
MD4. 
MD5. 
Protecting and 
Enhancing Local 
Landscape 
Character and 
Biodiversity   

NPPF paras. 
59, 109 & 
113 

Core Strategy BN2 - 
Biodiversity;  

Core Strategy BN3 - 
Woodland 
Enhancement.; 

Northamptonshire 
Environmental 
Character and 
Green 
Infrastructure Suite, 
2007; 

Biodiversity 
Supplementary 
Planning Document 
for Daventry 
District 2017 

RA5 - Open 
Countryside 

ENV1 Landscape 

ENV2-Special 
Landscape Area 

ENV5 Biodiversity 

LP Policies and Inset 
Maps; 

Local Plan (Part 2) 
Section 9.3 

Village 
Confines 
workshops, 
2016; 

Daventry 
Landscape 
Study 

MD6.  Protection 
of Non-
Designated 
Heritage Assets 

 

NPPF paras. 
169-170 

Core Strategy BN5 – 
Historic 
Environment and 
Landscape 

Local Plan (Part 2) 
Section 9 

ENV7 Historic 
Environment 

Village 
consultation 
early-2016 
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POLICY IN NP 

 

NATIONAL 
POLICY 
(NPPF 2012) 

WEST NORTHANTS 
JOINT CORE 
STRATEGY. + 
OTHER 
NORTHANTS 

DAVENTRY LOCAL 
PLAN/SETTLEMENTS 
AND COUNTRYSIDE 
LOCAL PLAN (PART 2) 

M & D 
EVIDENCE 
AND QUOTE 

MD7. Housing 
Provision 

 

NPPF para. 
47 

Policy R1-Spatial 
Strategy 

H1 

H2 - Affordable 
Housing; 

H3 

Daventry Housing 
Land Availability 
Study, 2017 

RA3 Other Villages 
 
RA4 Small 
Settlements/Hamlets 
 
RA6 Open 
Countryside 

Housing Needs 
Survey 2017; 

Parish Council 
minutes of Jan 
2018 

MD8. Design and 
Energy Efficiency  

 

NPPF paras. 
97, 100 & 
162 

  

Core Strategy BN7 – 
Flood Risk; 

Core Strategy BN7A 
– Water supply; 

S10 - Sustainable 
Development 
Principles; 

S11 

Local Plan (Part 2) 
Objective 13 / 14 

Policy SP1, G 

Policy ENV9 

Northamptonshire 
County Council’s 
adopted parking 
standards 

Parish Survey 
2017 

MD9. Local 
Economy and 
Employment 

 

NPPF paras. 
28 & 125 

Core Strategy R2 – 
Rural Economy;  

Core Strategy - BN9 

Local Plan (Part 2) 
Section 7.5 

Discussion 
with 
stakeholders, 
2018 

MD10. Protecting 
Community 
Facilities 

 

NPPF pg.6; 
paras. 28, 
69, 70 & 73 

Core Strategy – 
Culture Mapping, 
paras 7.26, 7.30 & 
11.3, Policy RC2 

Local Plan (Part 2) 
Chapter 10 

CW1 Health and 
wellbeing 
 
CW3 Protecting local 
retail services and 
public houses 

Parish Survey 
2017 

MD11. Traffic 
Management, 
Transport & Local 
Connectivity 

NPPF para. 
75 

Core Strategy INF2; 

Core Strategy R3 – 
Rural Transport; 

Northamptonshire 
County Council 
Local Transport 
Plan (2012); 
Walking Strategy 
(2013) 

Local Plan (Part 2) 
Policy 

ST1 Sustainable 
transport 
infrastructure 

CW1 Health and 
wellbeing 

Parish Survey 
2017 
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6 Vision and Objectives 

6.1 The Vision of the “Maidwell with Draughton Neighbourhood Plan” is: 

To ensure the future vibrancy of the Maidwell and Draughton communities 
through modest and sustainable development, that enhances and enlivens 
village life, whilst respecting the distinctive rural character of each village. 

 

6.2 The Objectives of the “Maidwell with Draughton Neighbourhood Plan” are: 

 To protect and enhance the landscape, biodiversity and heritage of the Plan 
area 

 To protect and enhance the green and open spaces of value to the community 

 To maintain and develop housing opportunities for people from a range of life 
stages and socio-economic circumstances that are designed to be in keeping 
with the existing built form and are of high-quality construction 

 To encourage improvements in road safety, traffic management and public 
transport 

 To protect and enhance existing recreation, education and community 
facilities 

 To promote opportunities for the development of employment opportunities 
of an appropriate scale 
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7 Neighbourhood Plan Policies 

The following policies are considered suitable for addressing the Neighbourhood Plan 
objectives set out in 6.2 above. A Policies Maps are included in Appendix B 1, 2 and 3 to 
provide a pictorial representation of this detail.  

7.0 Sustainable Development 

7.0.1 The principal aim of the UK Planning System, as set out in the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) is to achieve sustainable development. The Maidwell 
with Draughton Neighbourhood Plan is the key local planning document to 
deliver sustainable development for the two parishes. 

7.0.2 The Development Plan for Daventry District comprises the West 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2014 and the ‘saved’ (i.e. the retained) 
policies in the Local Plan 1997. Within the rural areas of West 
Northamptonshire there is an identified need for 2,360 dwellings within 
Daventry District to be provided between 2011 and 2029. Within the rural 
areas, the distribution of the rural housing requirement will be the subject of 
the Part 2 Local Plans that are being prepared by Daventry District according 
to the local need of each village and its role within the hierarchy. Whilst the 
rural housing target of 2,360 has been met under the requirements of the 
WNJCS, as agreed with the Council, this requirement should not be considered 
as a ceiling. 

7.0.3 In considering development proposals, the Neighbourhood Plan will take a 
positive approach that reflects the presumption in favour of sustainable 
development. Where there are no policies in this plan relevant to the planning 
application or development proposal, the provisions of relevant national and 
District-wide planning policies will apply. 

7.0.4 Planning applications must be determined in accordance with the 
development plan, that is the Local Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan, unless 
material considerations indicate otherwise. 
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7.1 Village Confines 

7.1.1 Any new development within the village of Maidwell should be focused upon 
the built-up area of the village. Development in the rural parts of the parish 
including Draughton will only be acceptable exceptionally and will need to 
satisfy national and strategic policies on development in the countryside. 

 

7.1.2 Within the defined village confines, an appropriate amount of suitably 
designed, and located development may be acceptable in principle, although 
some sites are protected from development and development proposals will 
need to meet the policies of this Neighbourhood Plan and District-wide and 
national strategic policies. Focusing development within the agreed village 
confines will support the existing services within the village and protect the 
open countryside area surrounding the current built form from inappropriate 
and/or unsustainable development. 

 

Policy MD1: VILLAGE CONFINES AND DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES 

1. The boundary of the Maidwell village confines are defined and shown on the Policies Maps 
1 and 2. Development within the village confines will be supported where it complies with 
the provisions of the Neighbourhood Plan, the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 
and the Local Plan Part 2. 

2. Development proposals outside the Maidwell village confines will be supported where they 
accord with national and strategic planning policies. 

3. Development proposals should fulfil the aims and objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan by: 

a. Conserving and enhancing the character and appearance of the villages and setting of listed 
buildings; 

b. Ensuring the rural character of the villages is maintained and its important green spaces are 
protected; 

c. Positioning development in order to maintain the landscape settings of the villages and 
across the parish. 
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7.2 Local Green Space 

7.2.1 Local Green Space within and outside the villages requires protection from any 
adverse impact that could stem from future development.  

7.2.2 The table below summarises the assessment of the two identified Local Green 
Spaces: 

Local Green Spaces assessed against NPPF criteria 

Site name Reasonably close Demonstrably special Local in character and 
not extensive 

1. Part of Brampton 
Valley Way 

This green space is the 
centre-point of the 
parish/two villages 
and is a meeting point 
well related to public 
footpaths from the 
two villages. 

The space includes an 
area of picnic tables 
and car park that are 
integrated into the 
Brampton Valley Way 
bridleway, cycleway 
and footpath. 

The map shows that 
the land extends from 
the fence boundaries 
of the former railway 
embankment for a 
distance of about 
100m north and 100m 
south of Draughton 
Lane. 

2. Recreation area at 
rear of Loder Hall, 
Harborough Road, 
Maidwell 

This green space is 
integral to the village 
of Maidwell, situated 
at the rear of Loder 
Hall, community 
centre. 

 

This is the only public 
recreation site in the 
villages and is related 
to community 
activities at Loder Hall. 

The map shows that is 
a small recreation 
area. 

 

 
Policy MD2: PROTECTING LOCAL GREEN SPACE 

The following sites are designated as Local Green Spaces:  

1. Part of Brampton Valley Way  
2. Recreation area at rear of Loder Hall, Harborough Road, Maidwell. 

Development proposals that will harm the permanent open character of these Local Green 
Spaces will only be supported in very special circumstances. 
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7.3  Important Open Space 
 

7.3.1 In addition, Maidwell and Draughton also have a number of significant verges 
maintained by the Parish Council. They contribute to the character of the built 
environment and are considered to be of importance. Section (4.2) of Evidencing the 
Priorities outlines the justification for the policy. 

 
 

Policy MD3: PROTECTING OTHER IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES 

The following areas are designated as Important Open Spaces. They should be safeguarded and 
enhanced as green spaces. Exceptions to this would include where land is required to provide 
highway visibility splays or access. 

1.  Maidwell verges and visibility splays 

i. West side of A508, Harborough Road. 
ii. In front of Westaway Motors, Harborough Road. 

iii. Triangular open space between entrances to Manor Farm and to 3 new houses. 
iv. c/o east side of Harborough Road. and north of Draughton Road 
v. North side of Draughton Road. 

vi. South side of Draughton Road. 
vii. West side of Draughton Road. 

viii. East side of Draughton Road. 
ix. c/o farm track and bend on Draughton Road. 

 
2.  Draughton verges 

i. In front of Bosworth Farm House and Clubroom, Draughton 
ii. Roadside verge on north side of road between Churchyard and row of cottages 

iii. Roadside verge on south side of road opposite c) ii 
iv. Verge on south side of road between Lamport Road and entrance to Home Farm 
v. Verge on east side of Maidwell Road.  
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7.4 Landscape Character 

7.4.1 The community consider it a priority for the Neighbourhood Plan to protect 
the character of the landscapes surrounding the villages and in the wider 
parish. Para 4.3 sets out the evidence and need for the policy. 

 

Policy MD4: PROTECTING AND ENHANCING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER  

New development should respect the landscape character of the Neighbourhood Plan area as 
defined in the Daventry Local Landscape Character Assessment 2017 in accordance with the 
Local Plan policy. In addition, development proposals should: 

a) Protect areas of ancient woodland; and 
b) Promote high quality residential design that respects local and landscape character and 

reflect local vernacular building styles, layouts and materials; or 
c) Conserve existing landscape features such as trees and hedges and other landscape 

features which afford the villages a sense of enclosure, as intrinsic elements within the 
proposed development. 

 

 

7.5 Biodiversity and Wildlife 

 

7.5.1 The community wish to preserve local wildlife and biodiversity.  Para 4.3.9 
sets out the evidence and need for the policy. 

 

MD5: LOCAL WILDLIFE SITES 

Development affecting Local Wildlife Sites will be considered against Local Plan policy ENV5. 

The Local Wildlife Sites identified on Policy Map 1 are: 

1. Scotland Wood 

2. Dale Wood 

3. Fishpond, Maidwell Hall 

4. Short Wood 

5. Brampton Valley Way 
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7.6 Heritage 

7.6.1 Non-designated heritage assets including buildings, structures and sites are 
identified in Appendix D. Further evidence will be collated to demonstrate 
the significance of these sites and features so that they may be considered by 
Daventry District Council in preparing their Local List of Non-Designated 
Heritage Assets. 

 

MD6: PROTECTION OF NON-DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS 

Proposals which would affect non-designated heritage assets should demonstrate the 
consideration that has been given to retaining: 

 the important character of the building, structure or site itself; 

 its most distinctive and important features; 

 the positive elements of its setting and its relationship to its immediate surroundings; 

 the contribution that the building or its setting makes to the character of the local area. 

Non-designated heritage assets are listed in Appendix D and shown on Figures D1, D2 and D3. 

 

7.7 Housing Need 

7.7.1 Proposals for new housing development should be in accordance with meeting 
the housing need identified in the parish. Provision of smaller dwellings will be 
encouraged, especially for young families, young people and for older 
residents who wish to downsize to more manageable accommodation. Section 
4.5 refers to the Housing Needs Survey 2017, which analysed the situation in 
the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

 

Policy MD7: HOUSING PROVISION  

Proposals for new housing development should contribute to meeting the housing need in the 
parish as identified in the latest Housing Needs Survey. Provision of smaller dwellings will be 
encouraged, especially for young families, young people and for older residents who wish to 
downsize to more manageable accommodation. 
 
New housing development will be supported within the village confines where it is: 

 small scale and relates well to the existing form of the village;  

 promotes a high standard of design in order to make a positive contribution to the 
village environment and landscape;  

 ensures safe access by vehicles, pedestrians and bicycles; and  

 respects existing residential amenity. 
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7.8 Design and Energy Efficiency 

7.8.1 Maidwell and Draughton villages have a wealth of built heritage assets, 
surrounded by attractive undulating landscape. Conserving both of these 
individual characters and settlement patterns is a key issue for the future 
planning of the Neighbourhood Area. New development in recent decades has 
been achieved through in-filling. 

7.8.2 The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to promote the design of new developments 
to be of a high quality that will integrate well into the existing village fabric. 
The design of new buildings within the parish is expected to respect and 
complement the architectural styles and materials already in use elsewhere in 
the villages. 

7.8.3 It is important that new development responds to local character and history, 
and reflects the identity of local surroundings and materials, while not 
discouraging appropriate innovation.  

 

Policy MD8: DESIGN AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

All new development will be expected to respond positively to the key attributes of the parish 
and design features of the villages. A proposal for development should, where appropriate and 
viable, demonstrate that it takes account of the following: 

a) Does not have a detrimental effect on residential amenity of existing and future 
residents by reason of noise or nuisance; 

b) Does not have a severe adverse effect on the safe and efficient operation of the existing 
transport and road infrastructure; 

c) Includes measures that seek to improve pedestrian facilities and linkages to the Parish 
and beyond to encourage walking and cycling, wherever possible; 

d) Makes a contribution to local identity, and sense of place. Proposals should not feature 
generic designs and should display how they take account of locally distinctive 
character of the area in which they are to be located. Is suitable in terms of the overall 
design and appearance of the proposed development (including size, scale, density, 
layout, access) when assessed in relationship with surrounding buildings, spaces, and 
other features in the street scene; 

e) Respects the height of the immediate surrounding area; 

f) Uses materials appropriate to the context of the site with a preference for local and 
traditional materials; 

g) Seeks to maximise energy-efficiency and where appropriate incorporates renewable 
and low carbon energy production; 

h) Includes adequate off-street parking, and private and public amenity space for future 
residents in accordance with adopted standards. 
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7.9 Local Economy and Employment 

7.9.1 It is considered vital over the plan period to support local services and 
businesses that can create employment opportunities for residents and local 
people. Support will be given to proposals which demonstrate an active 
approach to providing commercial activity within the context of a rural and 
agricultural parish. 

 

Policy MD9: LOCAL ECONOMY AND EMPLOYMENT 

Development proposals will be supported that allow existing and suitable new, small-scale 
businesses to thrive in Maidwell with Draughton Neighbourhood Area. 

Support will be given to proposals: 

a) that provide premises suitable for use by start-up or ‘incubator’ businesses; 

b) for developing new businesses or expanding existing businesses, provided they are 
appropriate to their rural setting and reflect the character of the village, and/or the 
countryside within the parish; and that seek to minimise additional local traffic 
movements and contribute to traffic efficiency and safety. 

Business proposals will be supported where they demonstrate that any potential adverse 
impacts from business-related light, noise and air-borne emissions have been addressed and 
that no detrimental impact is created either to the character of the locality of the application 
site or the amenities of adjacent residential properties. 
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7.10 Community Facilities 

7.10.1 Development proposals will be supported that enhance existing facilities and 
encourage appropriate improvements for the benefit of all users and residents 
of the parish.  

Policy MD10: Protecting Community Facilities 

The existing community facilities listed below will be safeguarded and enhanced for community 
use. Proposals for the change of use of any of the community facilities, to a use other than for 
health, education or community uses (including as a village hall, clubhouse, health centre, school 
or children’s day nursery) should demonstrate that: 
 

a) The proposal includes alternative provision, on the site or within the locality, of 
equivalent or enhanced facilities. Such sites should be accessible by walking and cycling 
and have adequate car parking; or 

b) Satisfactory evidence of active marketing, over a minimum period of 12 months has 
demonstrated that continued use as a community facility is no longer viable. 

The facilities are listed as follows: 

I. St Mary the Virgin Church, Maidwell 

II. St Catherine’s Church, Draughton 

III. Maidwell Primary School 

IV. Loder Hall, Maidwell 

V. Draughton Club Room, Draughton 

VI. Stag Public House, Harborough Road, Maidwell 

VII. Maidwell Hall Independent School 

 
 
7.11 Traffic Management, Transport and Connectivity 

7.11.1 Highway improvement schemes will include cycleways and footpaths to 
promote the safety of pedestrians and cycle users. 

Policy MD11: TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT, TRANSPORT AND LOCAL CONNECTIVITY 

 Proposals for the enhancement and improvement of the existing footpath/cycleways, will 
be supported. 

 Development proposals will be supported where local accessibility is to be improved 
through: 

a) enhanced public access and appropriate signage from residential areas: 

b) new footpaths and cycle routes and nature walks, linking to and expanding existing 
networks, including circular walks for dog walkers; 

c) linkage to wildlife corridors and provision of landscaping and planting along routes to 
support local bio-diversity objectives such as provision of new areas of woodland, new 
hedgerows, grassland and wetland habitats. 
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8 Non-Land Use Policies and Parish Actions 

8.1 A few issues have been raised whilst preparing the Maidwell with Draughton 
Neighbourhood Plan that are not directly related to land-use matters, although they 
may relate to the use of land in some form. As such they are not matters that can be 
addressed directly by the provision of a planning policy in the Neighbourhood Plan. 
However, they are important matters to the residents of Maidwell and Draughton. 
These matters together with actions for dealing with them are detailed below. If 
implemented they will help to achieve the objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

8.2 Traffic and Transport 

8.2.1 The 2017 survey showed clearly that local residents regarded traffic 
congestion, safety and parking within the village as a current important issue 
which needs to be addressed and was given a high priority. 

8.2.2 The Parish Council will work together with the Highway Authority, public 
transport providers and other relevant agencies to develop a long-term 
sustainable strategy for improvements to the highway network to alleviate 
local traffic congestion, secure traffic calming measures and parking in and 
around the two villages and manage car parking to mitigate the effect of 
development on the community. 

8.2.3 This strategy will encourage better access to and increased use of public 
transport, improve and provide footpaths and other links for walking and 
cycling to ensure sustainable connectivity within the villages. 

8.2.4 The Parish Council will work with Maidwell Primary School to create and 
enhance “safe routes to schools’ schemes. 

8.3 The Parish Council is keen to ensure that likely payments received from developer 
contributions and the community infrastructure levy go towards the delivery of the 
following priorities: 

 Highway improvement schemes to promote the safety of pedestrians and cycle 
users; 

 Traffic calming measures, pedestrian priority schemes and the reduction in traffic 
speeds on routes through the villages; 

 Cycleways through the parish; and 

 Footpaths through the parish. 

 

9 Monitoring and Review 

9.1 The Parish Council shall put in place procedures to monitor and review the Plan to 
determine whether the policies are achieving what they set out to achieve and to 
ensure that the Plan is up to date. 
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Appendix A Maps Key 

Due to the small scale of the village inset maps, some detail is not shown on Policy Map 1 
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Appendix B Policies Maps   
Policies Map 1 
 
 

  

Please note that Policies Map 1 shows a version of the proposed 
Special Landscape Area. This will be amended to reflect the 
emerging Part 2 Local Plan when the neighbourhood plan is ‘made’ 
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Policies Map 2 (Please note that Policies Map 2 shows a version of the proposed Special 
Landscape Area. This will be amended to reflect the emerging Part 2 Local Plan when the 
neighbourhood plan is ‘made’) 

 

 

Policies Map 3 
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Appendix C Important Open Spaces 

IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES - MAIDWELL MAP 1 

 
IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES - MAIDWELL MAP 2 
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IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES - MAIDWELL MAP 3 

 

IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES - MAIDWELL MAP 4 
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IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES - MAIDWELL MAP 5 

 

IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES - MAIDWELL MAP 6 
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IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES - MAIDWELL MAP 7 
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IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES - DRAUGHTON MAP 1 

 

IMPORTANT OPEN SPACES - DRAUGHTON MAP 2 
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Appendix D Heritage Assets in Maidwell and Draughton 

AD.1 Schedule of Listed Buildings in Maidwell and Draughton (Grade ll and ll*) 

AD.1.1 Maidwell 

1. II Chest Tomb approximately 2 metres South of Church of St Mary the Virgin 
Maidwell, Daventry, Northamptonshire, NN6 

2. II* Church of St Mary the Virgin 

3. II Maidwell Hall School 

4. II Pump approximately 2 metres North of the Old Bakehouse 

5. II Stable approximately 12 metres North of the Old Bakehouse 

6. II Statue approximately 20 metres from East Front 

7. II The Old Bakehouse 

8. II The Old House 

9. II The Old Rectory 

AD.1.2 Draughton 

1. II Church Farmhouse 
Draughton, Daventry, Northamptonshire, NN6  

2. II* Church of St Catherine 

3. II K6 Telephone Kiosk, Draughton 

4. II The Old Rectory 

5. II Thor missile site at former RAF Harrington including the Pyrotechnic Store 
and Classified Storage Building 

 
The above designated assets are shown in red on the following Heritage Assets Maps 1 and 
2.  

https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101055752-chest-tomb-approximately-2-metres-south-of-church-of-st-mary-the-virgin-maidwell
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101067857-church-of-st-mary-the-virgin-maidwell
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101067856-maidwell-hall-school-maidwell
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101067858-pump-approximately-2-metres-north-of-the-old-bakehouse-maidwell
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101366649-stable-approximately-12-metres-north-of-the-old-bakehouse-maidwell
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101356538-statue-approximately-20-metres-from-east-front-maidwell
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101356539-the-old-bakehouse-maidwell
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101345566-the-old-house-maidwell
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101055779-the-old-rectory-maidwell
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101054749-church-farmhouse-draughton
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101067038-church-of-st-catherine-draughton
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101403375-k6-telephone-kiosk-draughton-draughton
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101356902-the-old-rectory-draughton
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101400809-thor-missile-site-at-former-raf-harrington-including-the-pyrotechnic-store-and-classified-storage-building-to-the-west-of-the-three-emplacements-draughton
https://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101400809-thor-missile-site-at-former-raf-harrington-including-the-pyrotechnic-store-and-classified-storage-building-to-the-west-of-the-three-emplacements-draughton
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Fig 33 One of many stone boundary walls 

Fig 32 Pendle stone paving in 
Draughton Road, Maidwell 

AD.2 Non-Designated Heritage Assets 
 

The heritage assets that are identified for inclusion in this Neighbourhood Plan are listed 
below and labelled in Heritage Maps D1, D2 and D3. This Appendix lists non-designated 
heritage assets which include buildings, structures and sites. Further evidence will be 
collated to demonstrate the significance of these sites and features so that they may be 
considered by Daventry District Council in preparing their Local List of Heritage Assets. 

This list does not include listed buildings or monuments which are already documented 
and well protected in planning terms.  Some listed buildings have within or on their 
curtilage buildings or structures which in practice do not get so much attention for 
example the earth bonded lime pointed boundary walls, some of which have lost their 
character following plant damage and rebuilding with sand and cement.  The old coke 
store at St Mary the Virgin in Maidwell built in 1900 is worthy of repair and is part of the 
listed curtilage and once was “pound” land. 

For completeness the listed buildings are identified in red in Heritage Maps D1 and D2 
below. 

 

1. Stone boundary walls dating from late 18th/early 19th century, some forming the 
previous extent of the Maidwell Hall walled garden.  One part has a date stone marked 
1780 (40m SW of Wyatts).  These walls are marked with a violet line.   

Pendle stones are a highly localised use of hard limestone to form paving in yards and 
around houses.  Pendle stones once formed the surface of Draughton Road, Maidwell, 
though now have been covered with Tarmac1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
1 see D.S. Sutherland, ‘Northamptonshire Stone’ 2003 
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Fig 34 Gateway arch, Draughton Road, Maidwell Fig 35   Maidwell Hall 

Fig 36 Rectory Fam, Maidwell Fig 37 Clubhouse, Draughton 

2. Two early Jacobean (possibly late Elizabethan) stone gateway arches in Maidwell with 
playful pediments, 
obelisks and mouldings.  
These may merit formal 
listing if identified as being 
moved from Holdenby 
Palace, which had family 
connections with Maidwell 
Hall in the late 17th 
Century2. 

 

 

3. Houses, outbuildings and barns mainly dating from the 18th century, some perhaps 
with late 17th century origins, along with polychrome brick early Victorian estate 
houses in Draughton, the Draughton Clubroom (mid Victorian schoolroom), and Loder 
Hall (1933) in an early arts and crafts style3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The Stag public house, once known as The Goat, an eighteenth-century coaching inn 
occupying the site since 1766. 

 

5. Limekiln (400m north of Maidwell, east of A508, west of green lane).  The remains of 
the lime burning kiln and quarrying need further exploration.  18th C origins or earlier.  
It also marks the most south westerly outcrop in England of the important Lincoln 
Limestone beds.  

                                                      
2 See  Historic England. "Holdenby House  (Grade II*) (1067053)".  

 
3 See “Discovering Maidwell”, local history project, 1987 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historic_England
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1067053


MAIDWELL WITH DRAUGHTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

53 
 

Fig 38 Map of Dale Pond and Mill leat, Blueberry Lane, Maidwell 

Fig 39 Barn Hill Field, ridge and furrow 

6. Dale Pond millpond and mill leat created in 18th Century or earlier, in the valley 
alongside Dale Farm, (dam now breached)4. 

 

7. Large areas of ridge and furrow have now been lost and it is recommended that these 
two remaining areas remain as pasture5.   

 

8. The Medieval Fish Pond off Blueberry Lane6. 

 

9. Medieval, and possibly Roman, settlement remains excavated in the field opposite 
Blueberry Close7. 

 

10. Ridge and furrow field pattern in Barn 
Hill field to east of Church House, 
Maidwell8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
4 See https://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/northants/vol3/pp135-137, downloaded August 2018 
5 See https://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/northants/vol3/pp135-137, downloaded August 2018 
6 See https://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/northants/vol3/pp135-137, downloaded August 2018 
7 See report “Land off Blueberry Close, west of A508, Maidwell”, Archaeology Warwickshire, 2014 
8 See https://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/northants/vol3/pp135-137, downloaded August 2018 

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/northants/vol3/pp135-137
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/northants/vol3/pp135-137
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/northants/vol3/pp135-137
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/northants/vol3/pp135-137
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Fig 40 Brampton Valley Way 

Fig 41 Harrington disused airfield and Thor missile site 

11. Brampton Valley railway built 1858 
and in use until 1981, with remains of 
cast iron footbridge on footpath 
linking the two villages (Area Map Ref 
G), and of signal building and crossing 
keeper’s dwelling at Draughton 
Sidings9.  

 

 

 

 

12. Harrington Airfield land, around the 
listed Thor missile site buildings and 
bunkers.  An open hilltop landscape 
with significant remains of concrete 
runways and access roads, used by 
USAAF bombers and RAF Lysander 
support for French Resistance in 
WW210. 

  

                                                      
9 See “The Ironstone Quarries of the Midlands”, Eric Tonks, 1988 
10 See records at Harrington Aviation Museum and Historic England Listing 
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Heritage Map D1 Heritage Assets in Maidwell 

 
Heritage Map D2 Heritage Assets in Draughton 
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Heritage Map D3 Heritage Assets – Area Map 

 


